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.AN ASSISTANT Commuissioner
at Scotland. Yard was the official
British ‘chief contact’ of a former
CIA agent; Frank Terpil, who has
admiited deep 'involvement. in-
Middle Eastern terrorism, gunrun-
ning, and the organisation of Idi
Amin’s torture and assassination
ceatre. Jock Wilson, former head
of Special Branch, has beep iden-
tified by Terpil» and other sources
as a top Scotland Yard' official’

with whom be held a scnes of_

“meetings in the mid 1970s.. oy

" Scotland Yard do not deny alle- :

gations of meetings; which were
first made to then: during research
for the TV documentary on Ter-
pil's career, *The most dangerous
man in the world’, shown by the
vew Central TV company ten-days
ago. Police spokesmen have
.stressed' instead that. anything
which may have taken. place was
_officially authorised and- above
“board, and concerned wnth
mmonal secunty Y

“Terpil is now on the run in the 1

dedlc East, having been sen-
tenced in absentia to 53 years’ im-
prisonment by a New York Court.
He is also wanted in- Washiogton
on charges of illegally exporting
“explosives and terror’ equipment

to Libya. Until he was arrested in

New York for aranging illegally
to seil guns to undercover police
investigators posing as right-wing

- Caribbean terrorists, he ran ‘a

-lucrative international empire,; -
with- a house in Lancaster Gate,

'L.,ondon a hotel in Chui'u.re, an.

homes and business operations in:
Libya, Uganda,. the US and else-|
where. He recently offered to lcll‘
his story from a base in Beirut:

° During these intérviews, Terpil
repeatedly referred to his ‘excel-
lent relations’ with Scotland Yard,
and explaiped: ‘my chief contact in
Scotland Yard . . . was Jock Wil-
son. We used to meet with him all
the time.” Although untrue and

boastful claims by people in- Ter-
pil's: line- of business are com-
‘monplace,. research by the New
Statesman and Central TV has
established that: e

to inside sources,
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® Reliable police sources conbrm
the relationship, and say that
photographs were taken of some

of the meetings betwéen Terpil,
Jock Wilson znd others. They sug- |

gest that Terpil, far from being a
rencgade, may" have - been still
carrymg out CIA a&ﬂgnmcuts, but
atarm’slength, =

@ A longstanding friend and col
league of Assistant Commissioner
. Wilson, Essex-based arms dealer
Walter McGowan recalls meeting
“Terpil and Jock Wx}son togexher at
"Scotland Yard. -

© Jock Wilson® shalson w:lh CIA

agents-may have begun during his -

long career as a-Special Branch
_officer’ when Edwin P. Wilson,
Tcrpus sometime business-part-
“ner, ran a CIA operation attacking

‘comrmunist influence in the British |

dockers' unions in the mid 60s. A

“secret row was provoked since the -

-opération -had ‘had no form of|

official . Bnmh xmclhgcncc ap-
provai ' PR

SCOTLAND YARD s pubhc
comments on the Jock Wilson-
Terpil link appear to provide as-
tomshmg confirmation of continu-
ing CIA iovoivement in the activi-
,ties of Terpil. and his fugitive
~colleagues. - The Yard's first re-
“action to, enquiries' from Central
“TVin early December, according
was ‘sheer
panic’. Deputy Assistant Commis-
_sioner Peter Neivens, in charge of
_public information, ordered police
.officers with knowledge of the af-
‘ fait to. say absolutciy nothing.
. Heavy pressure was applied to the
TV programme makers. not to,
“make use of the information. The
: pohce then - wrote to producer,
~David Jones, explaining why no--
one would be able to talk to them:

= we must stick to our longstand-
" ing policy of not discussing pub-
o licly matters which have.:a
. bearing on national security or
our co-operation with both
‘natiopal and intemnational m:cl-
ligence agencies. - - W

"The Yard’s Head of Pubimly Ju-

lian Bradley, will not now explain

the contents of his letter. During
_discussions last monr.h he stated: . 1

Thete was nothg improper
.about any meeting .-, ere is
'; n?tlzx wo.have tobcashamcd
0 a RS

-"' "\x,.,~~'; i -

-

- Bradley” also-raised the issue. of
-whether- Terpil or his colieagues

. thls.m Lo sae Sedeels il

-\-.,
.

might have met..Commissioner
Wilson™ after the time they had |
been arrested in New York — al-
though he was not askcd aboul~

: Such- a' suggauon. he sa.ld,
wouxdbe treated very seriously.”..

There isno cover-up here. Wc
1': have nothmg to hide. .

’I'HE YARD' has nevenhe\ess
‘offered- no explanation of the’
official British purposes served by
any liaison with Terpil. The Yard's
alarm ‘'was- also shared by the
Foreign Office, whose staff were
warned by memorandum on the’
day the TV documentary on Terpil

'was transmitted not to make any
.comments on its contents. They
were also particularly concerned
about revelations of Tcrpll s
British connections.,

Terpil and his colleague George
Korkala appear to have- enjoyed
privileged access. to government
contacts.' One.Scotland Yard
officer, who has asked not to be
identified, .told us this week that
Korkala's company, Amstech, had
successfully sold large quantities
of X-ray and similar anti-terrorist
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bomb disposal gear to Scotland
Yard,; provindial police forces, and
Ministry of Defence:estab-
lishments: ‘He had access-to a lot
of places’”. ‘When Korkala was ar-

rested in New York he had been

. caught (with Terpil) offering to.

supply, and supplying, strychnine
poisoan, exploding briefcases,

heavily silenced handguns- for as--

_sassination work, liquid explosives
and 10,000 machine guns-to the
undercover agents who had posed

"as a terrorist group. Unsurpa-
singly, some Scotiand Yard offic-

ers were ‘deeply shaken by the'

" revelations.

Frank- Terpd x'vas also able to-

enbst the advice of another. sur-

veillance, X-ray and anti-terrorist:

specialist- who worked for-, the
Home Office research estab-
lishment at Sandndge near St Al-
bans,

ORI por

- Othex susplcmns were m:sed\_
about British governnient complis.

city in Edwin Wilson and Terpil's

affairs when Wilson made a trip |

through Heathrow. airport in

_ an operation to arrangc the earlyv

August 1980 aftcr bcmg deponcd

o amade PR ¥

|

from Malia. ‘A telex’ sent-from

.Malta to the Foreign Office was
““held up there until after Edwm
-_WllSOnhad dnsappcarcd. )

. The deepest irony of the whole
case concerns Edwin Wilson, who
clearly enjoyed official connivance
from the CIA in. his terrodist
training programmes in Libya —
despite the enormous hostility be~
tween the United States and Li-
bya. Edwin. Wilson . had very
“clearly continued to-do covert in-
telligence operanons ‘after-he
ofﬁcmny left the CIA —~ mdudmn |

-stages of Nixon’s trip to China. -
"> In Britaia, the issue of apparent
-official connivance in these arms-
‘length. CIA activities — if such
« they are — is highly disturbing. Tn
-sentencing Terpil and Korkola to
'53-year terms without remission,
New York Justice 'ﬂxomns B Gal-_
hgzm commented: ’ EETE RN

' These men trade in death and
.. destruction, that is their busi-"

" ness; they have no allegiance to

. any flag; they prosperin a world

I, at war, wherever terronsm and‘
. torture are, theyare PR o

Just ‘what were senior Scotland
Yard officers doing in their com=
- pany, or buying equipment from
lhem and why? . -~ : .
- Even at a late stage this week
Scotland Yard would not explain
the links, but Juhan Bmdley com-
“mented:.

Nauonal secumy is the getout

- Well, I don’t say the getout; it's

;} an unfortunate phrase, but you

~ know what I mean.. . . (it) justi-

. fies
: cmmenz affalrs.A
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. secrecy mlaung to gov~ |
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